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by Hans-Georg Evers • For 15 years Robert Budrovcan has been working on his dream fish. Acclaimed 
for its variability, Hypancistrus sp. L236 is his favorite. Starting with black-gray animals, through 
selection and backcrossing he has created a strain that takes every catfish lover’s breath away—and with 
the news from the Rio Xingu (see page 50), breeding these little beauties could not be more timely.

“I simply  
like white!” 
A VISIT TO ROBERT BUDROVCAN

I have known Robert for half of our lives. We were both 
born in 1964, and ever since then we have loved our 
catfishes. We both have Corys and loricariid catfishes 

swimming in our tanks, and it is no coincidence that 
we are always in contact. Robert is interested primarily 
in saddle-nosed Corydoras and strives to acquire every 

Robert Budrovcan: Anyone as 
successful as he is has plenty to 
smile about. 

A beautiful L236 F6 specimen 
bred by Robert Budrovcan. 
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new species that is imported. He has already achieved 
many breeding successes, and because of his experience 
and achievements he is one of the world’s experts on 
these fishes. But like so many other catfish lovers, Robert 
also likes rare loricariids. One of his current projects is 
an attempt to breed Pseudacanthicus sp. L273 from the 
Brazilian Río Tapajós.

Particularly exciting, however, is his breeding of Hy-
pancistrus sp. L236. Since purchasing a wild pair of this 
variant for an astronomical sum in 2000, he has been 
breeding these fish, one of the rarest and most expensive 
plecos from the Río Xingu. He has found that they are 
very variable and produce offspring that show a lot of 
desirable white in the F1 generation.

Tremendous efforts
Selectively breeding a loricariid catfish that sexually ma-
tures at about one and a half to two years requires a great 
deal of patience. Unlike raising Guppies, for example, 
strengthening a particular feature in these loricariids 
takes a lot of time. Otherwise, it is not unlike selectively 
breeding any other fish.

Robert keeps close to 40 tanks with a total capacity 
of about 1,700 gallons (6,500 L). He has reserved 12 of 
these tanks for breeding L236 and now has F8 juveniles. 
He sets up specific pairs or creates large mixed groups of 
black-gray specimens and strongly contrasting black and 
white animals. Over the years, the proportion of black-
and-white fish has increased. A stable, 100-percent pure 

black-and-white line is emerging. When 
black-and-white parents are paired they 
produce very few dark (normal pleco) 
animals. However, the normal-colored 
fish are more robust and grow faster than 
their super-white siblings, and the num-
ber of offspring from these black-and-

A Q U A T I C

Budrovcan has dedicated part of his system to 
breeding Hypancistrus sp. L236. This section is 
connected to a central filter. 
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white pairings is considerably lower than those 
from mixed or naturally colored pairs.

Therefore, Robert has repeatedly back-
crossed them with normal-colored animals 

Above: The rearing tanks are spartan, furnished 
with only a few clay caves as hiding places for the fry. 
Catfishes of the genus Ancistrus keep the tanks clean.

Right: The entire system is filtered via central air 
that passes through a ring line. The aquariums sit on 
aluminum frames or homemade wooden shelves.

http://www.theplecofeeder.com
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from older generations, especially from the first and 
second filial generations, to strengthen the line. In this 
way he has managed to produce catfish that are, I think, 
unparalleled. The juveniles of generations F7 and F8 are 
almost snow-white and have pitch-black, comma-shaped 
markings. When fully grown, these loricariids sport little 

black squiggles and are almost as beautiful as the very 
rare Hypancistrus sp. L250.

Hobby breeder
Robert receives many inquiries from people at home 
and abroad. If he wanted to, he could be earning a lot of 

The progeny of a given clutch can vary 
greatly. Besides normally patterned 
specimens (center), there are black-
and-white (right) and occasionally even 
yellowish animals (left rear). 
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money selling his offspring, but he has stressed repeatedly that that is not his 
primary goal. In fact, he only reluctantly parts with his fish, and he mostly 
prefers to keep the delightful fish all to himself. He maintains a fairly large 
stock of breeding animals from different generations and sells the particu-
larly attractive specimens only to pay for his hobby. Sometimes he gives them 
to good friends; for example, he gave Ernst Schmidt some young fish for his 
fiftieth birthday several years ago. Elsewhere in this issue, Ernst reports about 
his experience with these animals and describes in great detail the husbandry 
that led to his success (see page 66).

Meanwhile, Robert continues to search for ways to make further improve-
ments or create another line. He now wants to select for animals that have a 
bright yellow, almost golden color component. He has not yet perfected this 
new black-and-yellow line to his satisfaction.

Robert Budrovcan is certainly one of the very few loricariid keepers in the 
world who has had the patience and the knowledge to produce true fancy 
Hypancistrus. I readily admit that that job involves too much work for me, but 
I enjoy Robert’s animals immensely. How could I not? I am among those who 
count themselves very lucky to own a group of his favorites.   
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Breeding tanks for Hypancistrus are furnished with many hiding places and cave entrances. 

A breeding animal with a 
yellow base color, part of the 
new breeding line. 
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